INFORMATION PROVIDING SERVER 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an information providing server 
used when the information is searched through the Internet (including 
a intranet (intranets)). 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

A plurality of computers (servers, computers) connected to the 
Internet are stored with an enormous amount of information. The 
information stored therein is provided in the form such as home pages 
to users of the Internet. Conventionally, a search service (a 
retrieval service) for searching (retrieving) the home pages has 
hitherto been provided users (clients). The users search the home page 
containing a desired item of information. The searching service is 
provided as a* search engine executed on a browser. 

In the-* searching service given so far, in the case of searching 
the desired home page by use of a keyword, the user is given character 
information on the home page corresponding to this keyword and link 
information to the information providing server stored with the home 
page concerned. 

For instance, the user, when having an intention of reference a 
home page relative to representative soccer players of Japan, inputs 
keywords such as, e. g. , "soccer" and "representative players of Japan" 
to the search engine actuated by the reference terminal (equipment), 
and requests searching of the information corresponding to the 
keywords. Thereupon, the information corresponding to the keywords is 
retrieved on the Internet, and a retrieved result is transmitted back 
to the reference terminal of the user. 



FIG. 16 shows one example of the searched result obtained by the 
conventional searching service. The searched result is returned, 
whereby a table (a list of information) as shown in FIG. 16 is 
displayed on a display screen of the reference terminal. The table 
comprises a title and a URL (uniform Resource Locator) of the home 
page, and a summary of the home page as the form of character 
information provided with the user. 

Normally, the character information comprising as the searched 
result described above is stored in the information providing server 
stored with files of the home pages. The user refer to the searched 
result as shown in FIG. 16, and, if there is a desired home page 
concerning the representative soccer players of Japan, performs an 
operation such as clicking the title (underlined in FIG. 16) of this 
home page. Thus, the user is able to access the information 
providing server stored with the file of the desired home page. 

In the conventional searching service, however, only the 
character information was provided as the searched result. Hence, 
there has been a case where the user specifies the desired home page 
from the provided character information with a difficulty. Further, 
the character information as the searched result does not contain a 
content of the detailed information (the number of accesses, an 
information quantity etc) of the home page. Accordingly, the user was 
unable to obtain the detailed information on the home page indicated 
as the searched result unless having an actual access to the desired 
home page by use of the searched result. 

Moreover, in the case of utilizing the conventional searching 
service, the user is normally provided with the information on a 
plurality of home pages as the searched result. At this time, the 



user, if incapable of specifying the desired home page from the 
searched result, must find out the desired home page by accessing the 
plurality of home pages contained in the searched result. 
Consequently, the operation of the user is complicated, and if the 
user could find out the desired home page by accessing the plurality 
of home pages, the information on the home pages accessed before the 
desired home page is found out was unnecessary to the user in the 
great of majority of cases. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a primary object of the present invention to provide an 
information providing server through which a use is, when searching 
information on the Internet and utilizing a searched result, able to 
properly specify necessary information out of pieces of information 
provided as the searched result. 

To accomplish the above object, according to a first aspect of 
the present invention, an information providing server comprises a 
display control file composed of a character string fro display, and a 
control character string for controlling the display, and an index 
image configured such that a screen is displayed with the display 
control file shown in the form of a single image. 

The information providing server in the first aspect of the 
invention is connected via a communications line to, e. g. , a reference 
terminal for looking though information retained by the information 
providing server, and to a searching server for searching the 
information retained by the information providing server in response 
to a searching request given from the reference terminal. When the 
searching server receives the searching request from the reference 



terminal, the information providing server gives the searching server 
an the index image corresponding to this searching request. 

According to the first aspect of the invention, for example, the 
index image can be provided to the client in response to the request 
given from the client. More specifically, for instance, when the 
searching server receives the searching request from the client, the 
information providing server gives the searching server the display 
control file (character information) and the index image which 
correspond to the searched result in response to the request from the 
searching server, and the searching server, and the searching server 
imparts the display control file and the index image to the reference 
terminal of the client. The client is thereby supplied with the 
character information taking the conventional form and the index image 
corresponding to this item of character information as the searched 
result. The client is therefore able to obtain a larger quantity of 
information from the searched result than by the prior art. 
Accordingly, it is feasible to select (specify) more properly the 
required information from the searched result than by the prior art. 

The information providing server according to the fist aspect of 
the invention may further comprise an index image creating unit for 
creating the index image on the basis of the display control file. 
With this configuration, the index image can be created within the 
information providing server. 

The information providing server according to the first aspect 
of the invention may further comprise a display-oriented file related 
to the display control file. The index image may be configured such 
that the display control file and the display-oriented file are shown 
in the form of the single images. Based on this configuration, the 



index image can be created similarly with respect to the file having 
the display-oriented file such as an image file etc. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention, a 
searching server connected via a communications line to an information 
providing server and to a reference terminal for looking through files 
held by the information providing server, comprises an index image 
creating unit for receiving the file from the information providing 
server and creating an index image corresponding to the file, and a 
transmitting unit for transmitting to the reference terminal the index 
image created by the index image creating unit to together with link 
information to the information providing server. 

According to the second aspect of the invention, the index image 
is created in response to the request given from the reference 
terminal, and transmitted to the reference terminal of the client. 
The client is thereby able to obtain from the index images a great 
amount of information on the files stored in the information providing 
server. 

In the searching server according to the second aspect of the 
invention, the transmitting unit transmits to the reference terminal 
the index image created by the index image creating unit, and the file 
received from the information providing server together with the link 
information to the information providing server. This construction 
makes it possible to transmit to the client the file received from the 
information providing server as well as the index image. The client 
is therefore capable of gaining a much greater quantity of 
information. 

The searching server according to the second aspect of the 
invention may further comprise a searching unit for obtaining a file 



corresponding to a request of the reference terminal from each of the 
plurality of information providing servers, and the index image 
creating unit creates an index image corresponding to each of the 
files obtained by the searching unit. With this construction, the 
index image can be obtained in combination with the information 
searching service provided by the searching server. 

According to a third aspect of the present invention, a 
searching server connected via a communications line to an information 
providing server and to a reference terminal for looking through files 
held by the information providing server, comprises an element 
information storage unit for collecting and storing pieces of element 
information of files held by the information providing server, a 
searching unit for extracting the element information of the file 
corresponding to a request given from the reference terminal, from the 
element information of the files stored in the element information 
storage unit, an index image creating unit for creating an index image 
corresponding to the file element information extracted by the 
searching unit, and a transmitting unit for . transmitting the created 
index image as a response to the request to the reference terminal. 

The searching server according to the third aspect of the 
invention may further comprise a display control file creating unit 
for creating a display control file into which the element information 
extracted by the searching unit is combined with the index image 
created by the index image creating unit, the transmitting unit 
transmits to the reference terminal the display control file as a 
response to the request, which is created by the display control file 
creating unit. 

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, a 



searching server for giving files held by an information providing 
server to a reference terminal of a client, comprises an element 
information storage unit for collecting and storing pieces of element 
information of files held by the information providing server, an 
index image creating unit for creating and holding an index image 
corresponding to the element information of each of the files 
collected, a searching unit for extracting from the index image 
creating unit the index image corresponding to the request given from 
the reference terminal, and a transmitting unit for transmitting the 
index image extracted by the searching unit as a response to the 
request to the reference terminal. 

In the searching server according to the fourth aspect of the 
invention, the searching unit extracts from the element information 
storage unit the element information of the file corresponding to the 
request given from the reference terminal. The searching server may 
further comprise a display control file creating unit for creating a 
display control file into which the file element information extracted 
by the searching unit is combined with the index image. The 
transmitting unit transmits to the reference terminal the display 
control file as a response to the request, which is created by the 
display control file creating unit. 

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, a 
reference terminal for looking through a file via a communications 
line, the file being composed of a display control file stored in an 
information providing server and a display-oriented file related to 
the display control file, comprises an index image creating unit for 
creating an index image configured such that the display control file 
and the display-oriented file contained in the file received from the 
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information providing server are displayed on one screen, and a 
display control unit for displaying the file received from the 
information providing server together with the index image. 

In the reference terminal according to the fifth aspect of the 
invention, the index image creating unit, when receiving the plurality 
of files, creates the index images corresponding respectively to the 
plurality of files received, and the display control unit 
sequentially displays the plurality of index images created. 

In this case, the index image creating unit, when receiving the 
plurality of files, creates the index images in accordance with a 
predetermined priority, and the display control unit displays the 
plurality of created index images in the sequence being created by the 
index image creating unit. 

In the reference terminal according to the fifth aspect of the 
invention, the index image creating unit, when receiving the plurality 
of files, creates the index images corresponding respectively to the 
plurality of files received, and the display control unit displays 
each of the plurality of created index images in arrangement on the 
same screen. 

In this case also, the index image creating unit, when 
receiving the plurality of files, creates the index images in 
accordance with a predetermined priority, and the display control unit 
displays the plurality of created index images in the sequence being 
created by the index image creating unit. 

These together with other objects and advantages which will be 
subsequently apparent, reside in the details of construction and 
operation as more fully hereinafter described and claimed, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 



like numerals refer to like parts throughout. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will 
become apparent during the following discussion in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an architecture of a network system 
in an embodiment 1 of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a construction of an information 
providing server shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram showing a home page searching 
method in the network system shown in FIG. 1; 

• FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an operation of a searching system 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram showing a display content on a 
display device of a reference terminal shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram showing a display content on 
the display device of the reference terminal shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing a display content on 
the display device of the reference terminal shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing a display content on 
the display device of the reference terminal shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an operation of a searching system 
2 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a construction of the 
searching system (searching servers) in an embodiment 2 of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram showing a home page searching 
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method using the searching system illustrated in FIG. 10; 

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing an operation of the searching 
system illustrated in FIG. 10; 

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the operation of the searching 
system illustrated in FIG. 10; 

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing a construction of the reference 
terminal in am embodiment 3 of the present invention; 

FIG. 15 is an explanatory diagram showing the home page 
searching method using the reference terminal illustrated in FIG. 14; 
and 

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing a display example of a retrieved 
result displayed in the reference terminal of a client by a home page 
searching method in the prior art. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the present invention will hereinafter be 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

<Embodiment 1> 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a network system in an embodiment 1 
of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 1, the network system is 
comprising of a reference terminal 1 (client), a searching system 2 
functioning as a searching server (a mediation server), and a 
plurality of information providing servers 4A - 4E, which are all 
connected to the Internet (a data transmission network based on TCP/IP 
(Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol)) 100. Referring to 
FIG. 1, however, only 4A, 4E are shown as the information providing 
servers. 

The reference terminal 1 is information equipment that a user 
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(client) refer to information on a home page. This reference terminal 
1 is connected to the Internet 100 through an unillustrated data 
modulator (MODEM) by a dial-up connection, The reference terminal 1 
obtains necessary information from the information providing servers 
4A - 4E through the Internet 100. 

The reference terminal 1 may be a personal computer provided 
with a WWW (World Wide Web) browser for referring the information 
through the Internet 100, or may also be an Internet TV having a 
function for connecting to the Internet 100. Further, the reference 
terminal 1 may belong to other networks such as a LAN (Local Area 
Network) etc. 

The searching system 2 is an information processing system. The 
searching system 2 collects, when the user of the reference terminal 1 
searches a home page by utilizing a searching service prepared 
beforehand, information of the home page corresponding to the user's 
searching request from each of the information providing servers 4A - 
4E connected through the Internet 100. The searching system 2 provides 
the user with a searched result corresponding to the user's searching 
request. 

This searching system 2 periodically navigates round (accesses) 
the information providing servers 4A - 4E connected to the Internet 
100, and searches keywords from text data of HTML (Hyper Text Markup 
Language) files of the home pages stored in the information providing 
servers 4A - 4E, thus obtaining the searched keywords as element 
information. 

Subsequently, the searching system 2 accesses the information 
providing servers 4A - 4E stored with the files of the home pages 
which correspond to the element information, and collects the 
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information (text data containing a URL (Uniform Resource Locator), a 
title and the keyword of the home page) relating to the first screen 
of the home page. Each of the element information of the HTML files 
collected are stored in an index file storage device 61 (see FIG. 3) 
provided in the searching system 2. 

Thereafter, the searching system 2, according to a searching 
request given from the user (client), searches a home page containing 
the keyword assigned by the client, and provides, as a searched 
result, the reference terminal 1 of the client with the index 
information including the URL and the title et of that home page. 

Each of the information providing servers 4A - 4E is 
information equipment such as a personal computer, a workstation or 
dedicated server machine for providing the reference terminal 1 of the 
client with the information through the Internet 100. Each of the 
information providing servers 4A - 4E stores a plurality of the HTML 
files of the home page, and a plurality of image files (corresponding 
to a display control file) having a GIF (Graphics Interchange Format) 
file format or JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) file format 
assigned by the HTML file. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of one of the 
information providing servers 4A - 4E illustrated in FIG. 1. The 
information providing servers 4A - 4E have the same configuration, and 
hence the information providing server 4A is exemplified in FIG. 2. . 
Referring to FIG. 2, the information providing server 4A comprises a 
display control file storage unit 11, a display file storage unit 12 
and an index image creating unit 13. 

The display control file storage unit 11 is stored with the HTML 
files including text files of a home page (corresponding to display 
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character strings), layout information and hyperlink information 
(corresponding to control character strings). The display file 
storage unit 12 is stored with the image file assigned in the HTML 
file stored in the display control file storage unit 11 by way of a 
file in the GIF (Graphics Interchange Format) file format and the JPEG 
(Joint Photographic Experts Group) format. Note that the text and the 
image are laid out based on the layout information assigned in the 
HTML file, thereby creating a screen for the home page read by the 
reference terminal 1. The display control file storage unit 11 and 
the display file storage unit 12 are respectively constructed of a 
readable/writable storage device such as a hard disk etc. 

The index image creating unit 13 creates, from the HTML file 
stored in the display control file storage unit 11 and the image file 
stored in the display file storage unit 12, an index image file as an 
image file, having the same image data (display content) as the first 
screen of the home page to be displayed in the display device of the 
reference terminal 1, of which a display size is smaller than the 
first screen of the home page. 

To be more specific, the index image creating unit 13 arranges 
the images displayed by the browser into an image file. At this time, 
bitmap data in a VRAM can be used as they are. Further, there may also 
be available a screen-cut-oriented application used in the personal 
computer. Note that the index image creating unit 13 is defined as a 
function actualized through an execution of a predetermined index 
image file creating program by a CPU (not shown) mounted in the 
information providing server 4A. 

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram showing a method of searching a 
home page in the network system illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 4 is a 
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flowchart showing an operation of the searching system when carrying 
out the searching method shown in FIG. 3. Further, FIGS. 5 and 6 are 
explanatory diagrams each showing a display content on the display 
device provided in the reference terminal shown in FIG. 1. 

An information searching method according to the present 
invention will hereinafter be described with reference to FIGS. 2-6. 
Herein, there is exemplified a case of searching a home page 
concerning representative soccer players of Japan. The searching 
system 2 periodically navigates round the information providing 
servers 4A - 4E via the Internet 100 (step S101). The searching 
system 2 accesses each of the information providing servers 4A - 4E, 
then obtains from the information providing servers 4A - 4E the index 
information on the home pages retained in the information providing 
servers 4A - 4E, and stores the index information in the index file 
storage device 61 (step S102). 

The user of the reference terminal 1, when searching the home 
page, assigns keywords such as "soccer" and "representative players of 
Japan" by utilizing a search engine prepared in the reference terminal 
1, and transmits a searching request to such as "soccer" and the 
representative players of Japan" to a searching keyword input field 63 
in a search engine window displayed on the display device of the 
reference terminal 1, and thereafter clicks an OK button 64 by sue of 
a mouse. With such an operation, the searching request is transmitted 
from the reference terminal 1 to the searching system 2. 

Next, the searching system 2, upon receiving the searching 
request from the reference terminal 1 (step S103), obtains the index 
information on the home page which contains the keyword assigned by 
the user among a plurality of index information on the plurality of 
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home page which are stored in the storage device 61 (step S104). 
Thereafter, as shown in FIG. 3, the searching system 2 accesses the 
information providing servers 4A - 4E stored with the home page 
information corresponding to the index information obtained in step 
S104, thereby obtaining image files 4A* - 4E' of the relevant home 
pages (step S105). 

On the other hand, in the information providing servers 4A - 4E, 
the index image creating unit 13, as described above, creates and 
holds, from the HTML file and the image file relative to the HTML 
file, the index image files 4A - 4E\ Each of the index image files 
4A'- 4E' include the. image information when a size of the image on the 
first screen of the home page is reduced, and retains these files 4A' 

- 4E* . This process is executed at an interval of a fixed time, and 
hence the index image creating unit 13 always holds the index image 
file corresponding to a latest state on the first screen of the home 
page. Therefore, the searching system 2, when having the access to 
the information providing servers 4A - 4E, is given the index image 
files created and retained by the index image creating unit 13 of each 
of the information providing servers 4A - 4E. 

The searching system 2, upon obtaining the index image files 4A' 

- 4E' of the home pages corresponding to the searched result from the 
information providing servers 4A - 4E. The searching system 2 
transmits these index image files 4A* - 4E' to the reference terminal 
1 together with link information to each home page and the index 
information (step S106, which corresponds to a transmitting unit). 

The reference terminal 1, when receiving the index image files 
4A' - 4E' of the respective home pages, the link information and the 
index information, displays images corresponding thereto on the screen 
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of the display- device as a searched result. Namely, the index 
information on the representative soccer players of Japan is displayed 
in a predetermined area on the screen of the display device. The 
index information is, as in the case of the prior art, displayed as a 
list of character information as shown in FIG. 16. 

Simultaneously, the index images corresponding to the index 
image files 4A' - 4E' are displayed in a predetermined area on the 
screen of the display device of the reference terminal 1. Each index 
image is, as illustrated in FIG. 6, displayed in the predetermined 
area while being changed over at an interval of a fixed time in the 
sequence from the home page exhibiting a higher rate of coincidence 
with the keyword. Links for connecting to the information providing 
servers 4A - 4E are set to the respective index images displayed on 
the display device. 

The user is able to obtain, from the index images contained in 
the displayed searched result, the following information which could 
not be gained from the result of the searching based on only the 
character information in the prior art. First, an access counter 14 
as shown in FIG. 6 is provided in the first screen of the home page, 
in which case the user is able to judge referring to a counter value 
included in the index image whether or not the home page opened has a 
high popularity. 

Further, if there is an update hysteresis on the first screen of 
the home page, the user is able to judge with reference to the index 
image of the home page opened what degree of frequency the content of 
the home page has been updated to, and is also able to judge whether 
or not the home page opened contains the latest content. Moreover, 



the user can confirm the content of the home page and the number of 
links from the index image, and is therefore able to roughly judge a 
quantity of information contained in the home page opened. 

Thus, the user can obtain from the index image the information 
which could not be gained from the result of the searching based on 
only the character information in the prior art, and is therefore able 
to promptly judge whether or not a desired item of information is 
contained in each of the home pages embraced in the searched result. 
Thereafter, the user is able to access the information providing 
server holding the information on the home page conceived inclusive of 
the desired item of information by clicking. the index image judged to 
contain the desired information. 

Accordingly, in accordance with the embodiment 1, it is of no 
necessity for the user to repeat, till a desired home page is found 
out, the operation of accessing the information providing server 
holding the information on the home page embraced in the searched 
result and judging whether the home page displayed in response to the 
accessing on the home page screen of the display device of the 
reference terminal 1 is what is desired or not. The user is thereby 
able to easily quickly search the home page. Thereby, a quantity with 
which the user operates the keyboard and the mouse and the operational 
intricacy relative to the searching is able to reduce. Further, it is 
feasible for the user to avoid the accesses to unnecessary home pages, 
and a time for connecting the reference terminal 1 to the Internet 100 
can be reduced. Then, the user can properly select (specify) the home 
page containing the desired item of information from the searched 
result with reference to the index image. 

Moreover, the searching system 2 in the embodiment 1, on the 
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occasion of collecting pieces of information while navigating round 
the information providing servers 4A - 4E, obtains only the index 
information such as URL etc, and, when receiving the searching request 
from the reference terminal 1, obtains the index image files 4A' - 4E' 
corresponding to the searched result from the information providing 
servers 4A - 4E. The searching system 2 then transmits the index 
image files to the reference terminal 1. With such a method being 
used, it might be enough for the searching system 2 to ensure a 
storage capacity required for storing the index image files of the 
home pages corresponding to the searched result, and hence the storage 
capacity of the searching system 2 might be set comparatively small. 

Note that the embodiment 1 can be modified as follows. For 
example, in the embodiment 1, the index images are displayed in 
sequence at the interval of the fixed time when the searched result is 
displayed on the display device of the reference terminal 1. Instead 
of this, as shown in FIG. 7, there may also be taken such a 
configuration that the index images are displayed in arrangement on 
the same screen. In this case also, the user of the reference 
terminal 1 can easily judge whether or not the home page is what 
should be accessed to (the desired home page). Further, as 
illustrated in FIG. 8, another configuration is that the index images 
corresponding to the index information are displayed in positions 
adjacent to respective items of index information contained in the 
searched result. 

Moreover, the index images can be also gained by the method 
which follow. FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing the operation of the 
searching system 2 in a case where the searching system 2 obtains the 
index image files by other methods. As shown in FIG. 9, the searching 
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system 2, when, periodically accessing the information providing 
servers 4A - 4E be navigating round through the Internet (step S201), 
obtains the index image files together with the element information of 
the home pages from the information providing servers 4A - 4E. The 
thus obtained index image files are stored in the index file storage 
device 61 of the searching system 2 together with the index 
information (the text containing the URL, the title and the keyword) 
on the home page opened (step S202). 

Thereafter, the searching system 2, upon receiving the searching 
request from the reference terminal 1 (step S203), gives the reference 
terminal 1 the index information of the home page containing the 
keyword which is included in the searching request, the index image 
files and the link information as the searched result (steps S204, 
S205: which corresponds to a transmitting unit). According to the 
index image file obtaining methods described above, the storage device 
61 of the searching system 2 is stored beforehand with the index image 
files of the home pages which can be retrieved by the searching system 
2. Accordingly, there is no necessity for obtaining the index image 
files from the information providing servers 4A - 4E after gaining the 
index information on the home pages corresponding to the searched 
result. It is therefore feasible to reduce the time necessary for the 
searching system 2 to provide the reference terminal 1 with the 
searched result. 

<Embodiment 2> 

A characteristic of an embodiment 2 is that a searching system 
22 has a unit for creating the above-described index image files, and 
other configurations are substantially the same as those in the 
embodiment 1. FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing an the searching 
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system 22 in the embodiment 2. FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram 
showing a method of searching the home page by the searching system 22 
shown in FIG. 10. FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing an operation of the 
searching system 22 when executing the searching method shown in FIG. 
11. The embodiment 2 will hereinafter be discussed referring to FIGS. 
10 - 12. 

Referring to FIG. 10, the searching system 22 includes a 
searching unit 31, an index file storage unit 32 corresponding to the 
storage device 61 in the embodiment 1, an index image creating unit 
33, and a display control file creating unit 34. 

The searching unit 31 periodically obtains the index information 
as element information on the home pages on the Internet 100 (see FIG. 
1) and the information (the HTML file and the image files etc) 
pertaining to the first screen, and stores these items of information 
in the index file storage unit 32 (corresponding to an element 
information storage unit). When the searching system 22 receives the 
searching request from the reference terminal 1, the searching unit 31 
fetches the index information on the home pages corresponding to the 
keyword contained in the searching request out of the index file 
storage unit 32, and gives the index information to the display 
control file creating unit 34. 

The index image creating unit 33 gains through the searching 
unit 31 the HTML file and the image file relative to the first screen 
of the home page, which are retained in the information providing 
servers 24A - 24E. Thereupon, the index image creating unit 33 
creates from those files the index images defined as the image file 
with a reduced size of the first screen of the home page thereof. 

The display control file creating unit 34, when the searching 
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system 22 receives the searching request from the reference terminal 
1, receives the index image file as well as the index information 
corresponding to the keyword contained in the searching request. The 
display control file creating unit 34 then creates the HTML file (a 
display control file) that should be given as a searched result to the 
reference terminal 1 by use of the index information and the index 
image file, and gives the HTML file to the searching unit 31. 
Thereupon, the searching unit 31 transmits to the reference terminal 1 
the HTML file as the searched result, which has been received from the 
display control file creating unit 34. 

Note that the index file storage unit 32 is included a 
readable/writable storage device such as a hard disk etc, and the 
searching unit 31, the index image creating unit 33 and the display 
control file creating unit 34 are each constructed of a CPU, a storage 
device and a peripheral device (any of which is not shown) and are 
actualized by the CPU executing a predetermined control program stored 
in the storage device. 

A method of searching of the home page in the embodiment 2 will 
hereinafter be explained. As shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, the searching 
unit 31 of the searching system 22 periodically accesses the 
information providing servers 24A - 24E on the Internet 100 (step 
S301), then obtains the index information on the home page and the 
information on the first screen of the home page from the information 
providing servers 24A - 24E, and stores these items of information in 
the index file storage unit 32 (step S302). 

Next, the reference terminal 1 transmits the searching request 
to the searching system 22 by the same method as that in the 
embodiment 1 (step S303). The searching unit 31, upon receiving this 
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searching request, extracts from the index file storage unit 32 the 
index information on the home page containing the keyword assigned 
(designated) by the reference terminal 1 (step S304). 

Next, the index image creating unit 33 gains the HTML file and 
the image file on the first screen of the home page corresponding to 
each item of index information from the information on the home page 
held by the creating unit 33 itself in accordance with the index 
information extracted by the searching unit 31. Then, the index image 
creating unit 33 creates the index image file with the reduced size of 
the first screen of the home page from the obtained HTML file and 
image file (step S305) . 

Next, the display control file creating unit 34 creates the HTML 
file' for being given to the reference terminal 1 from the index 
information extracted by the searching unit 31 and the index image 
file created by the index image creating unit 33. Thereafter, the 
searching unit 31 transmits to the reference terminal 1 the HTML file 
as a result of the searching, which has been created by the display 
control file creating unit 34 (step S306: which corresponds to a 
transmitting unit). 

Thereafter, the reference terminal 1, when receiving the 
searched result from the searching system 2, as in the embodiment 1, 
displays the character information (index information) on each home 
page containing the designated keyword on the screen of the display 
device of the reference terminal 1 (see FIG. 16), and displays the 
first screens (index images) of the respective home pages in a 
predetermined display sequence (see FIG. 8). 

Thus, the contrivance in the embodiment 2 is not that the index 
images are retained in the information providing servers 24 stored 




with the home page files, but that the searching system 22 creates the 
index image file each time the searching request is received from the 
reference terminal 1. It is therefore unnecessary for each 
information providing server 24 to create the latest index image file 
at all times. 

Further, when the searching system 22 receives the searching 
request from the reference terminal 1, the index image creating unit 
33 obtains the required information from the index file storage unit 
32, and thus creates the index image. In this respect, the searching 
system 22 may otherwise operate based on a flowchart shown in FIG. 13. 

To be specific, as shown in FIG. 13, when the searching unit 31 
periodically obtains the index information from the information 
providing servers 24 on the Internet 100 (step S402), the index image 
creating unit 33 creates the index image files of the respective home 
pages and stores the file in the index file storage unit 32 (step 
S403). When the searching system 22 receives the searching request 
from the reference terminal 1 (step S404), the searching unit 31 
extracts from the index file storage unit 32 the index file of the 
home page containing the keyword designated by the reference terminal 
1 and the index image file as well (step S405), and transmits these 
files as the searched result to the reference terminal 1 (step S406) . 

Embodiment 3> 

A characteristic of an embodiment 3 is that the index image 
files of the respective home pages each corresponding to the searched 
result are created in a reference terminal 41 (see FIG. 14) of the 
user, and other configurations are the same as those in the embodiment 
1. 

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing a construction of the reference 
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terminal 41 in the embodiment 3 (as well as showing an the network 
system as a whole in the embodiment 3). Referring to FIG. 14, the 
reference terminal 41 is connected via the Internet (not shown) to a 
searching system 42 and information providing servers 44A - 44E (of 
which only the information providing server 44A is illustrated in FIG. 
14). The reference terminal 41 includes a searched result storage 
unit 51, an access request unit 52, a file storage unit 55, an index 
image creating unit 54, a display control unit 53 and a CLK (clock) 
56. 

The searched result storage unit 51 is classified as a storage 
device for storing the searched result (index information such as the 
URL and the title of the home page containing the keyword) obtained 
from* the searching system 42. The access request unit 52 obtains the 
URL of the home page from the index information of each home page 
corresponding to the searched result stored in the searched result 
storage unit 51. Then, the access request unit 52 accesses 
information providing servers 44 stored with the files of the home 
pages, and obtains the HTML file and the image file needed for forming 
the first screen of each home page. The HTML file and the image file, 
which have been thus obtained from each home page, are stored in the 
file storage unit 55 of the reference terminal 41. 

The index image creating unit 54 creates an index image file 
defined as an image file with a reduced size of the first screen of 
each home page, from the HTML file and the image file stored in the 
file storage unit 55. The display control unit 53 obtains a text file 
of the searched result from the searched result storage unit 51, and 
the index image file from the index image creating unit 54, 
respectively. The display control unit 53 outputs these files to a 
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display device 45 such as a CRT (Cathode Ray Tube) and an LCD (Liquid 
Crystal Display). 

Note that the reference terminal 41 incorporates the CPU, the 
storage devices (the ROM, the RAM and the hard disk etc) and 
peripheral devices (an I/O unit and an interface circuit etc). The 
searched result storage unit 51 and the file storage unit 55 are 
constructed of the storage devices. The access request unit 52, the 
display control unit 53 and the index image creating unit 54 are 
defined as functions actualized by the CPU executing a control program 
stored in the storage device. 

FIG. 15 is an explanatory diagram showing a method of searching 
the home page in the network system illustrated in FIG. 14. This 
searching method in the embodiment 3 will hereinafter be described 
with reference to FIGS. 14 and 15. To begin with, when the user of 
the reference terminal 41 operates the reference terminal 41 for 
searching the home page as in the embodiment 1, the reference terminal 
41 transmits the searching request to the searching system 42. 

The searching system 42, based on the keyword inputted by the 
reference terminal 41, extracts the index information on the home page 
containing this keyword from the index file storage device 61, and 
transmits the extracted index information as a searched result to the 
reference terminal 41. 

The searched result is, when received by the reference terminal 
41, stored in the searched result storage unit 51. Thereupon, the 
display control unit 53 displays the searched result stored in the 
searched result storage unit 51 on the screen of the display device 45 
(see FIG. 16). 

On the other hand, the access request unit 52 obtains the URL of 
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each home page corresponding to the searched result from the searched 
result storage unit 51. Subsequently, the access request unit 52 have 
an access to the information providing server (at least one of the 
information providing servers 44A - 44E) stored with the file of the 
home page corresponding to the obtained URL, and gains the HTML file 
and the image file which form the first screen of each home page. The 
access request unit 52, with respect to the information providing 
servers that should be accessed at this time, accesses the information 
providing servers sequentially from the information providing server 
having a less load for obtaining the file. 

The HTML files and the image files obtained by the access 
request unit 52 are stored in the file storage unit 55. Then, the 
index image creating unit 54 creates the index image file by use of 
the HTML files and the image files which are stored in the file 
storage unit 55. The index image file of each home page which 
corresponds to the searched result, is thereby created. 

Thereafter, the display control unit 53, as shown in FIG. 3, 
displays on the display device 54 the image (index image) 
corresponding to the index image file of each home page at a timing of 
receipt from the CLK 56 in a predetermined sequence while being 
switched over at an interval of a fixed time. 

As a result, the respective files are displayed in the following 
sequence. At the first onset, the searched result (the index 
information) of the character information transmitted from the 
searching system 42. The user of the reference terminal 41 looks 
through at first the searched result of the character information, 
during which the display control unit 53 displays on the display 
device 45 the index images corresponding to the index image files 




created by the index image creating unit 54, e. g. , in the sequence of 
being created. 

Accordingly, the user refers the index images displayed on the 
display device 45 at the interval of the fixed time, whereby it is 
feasible to obtain the information of the respective home pages and 
access a desired home page. Note that the configuration in the 
embodiment 3 is also such that the plurality of index images are 
displayed in arrangement on the same screen as shown in FIGS. 7 and 8. 

Thus, in the embodiment 3, the reference terminal 41 creates the 
index image files of the respective home pages which are obtained as 
the searched result, and displays on the display device 45 the index 
images corresponding to the index image files. With such a 
configuration, as in the embodiments 1 and 2, it is also feasible to 
obtain a larger quantity of information of the home pages 
corresponding to the searched result than by the prior art. The user 
is therefore able to quickly exactly select (specify) a desired home 
page from the searched result. 

Further, in the embodiment 3, for obtaining the required file in 
order to create the index image file, the information providing 
servers are accessed sequentially from the information providing 
server having the less load for gaining the file. Hence, while the 
user refers other index images, the file needed for. creating the index 
image creating file can be gained from the information providing 
server exhibiting a high load (requiring much time for obtaining the 
file). It is therefore possible to eliminate a futility of time. 

The many features and advantages of the invention are apparent 
from the detailed specification and, thus, it is intended by the 
appended claims to cover all such features and advantages of the 
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invention which fall within the true spirit and scope of the 
invention. Further, since numerous modifications and changes will 
readily occur to those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit 
the invention to the exact construction and operation illustrated and 
described, and accordingly all suitable modifications and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention. 



